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ALL CANNED FOODS SUBJECT TO M-86-A 
ARE TO BE PURCHASED BY NEGOTIATION 


Sales to Government by Other Procurement 
Methods Not Chargeable Against Allocations 


J. Howard Hamilton, administrator of Conservation Order 
M-86-a, explained this week that all purchases of canned 
foods that will be subject to this order will be made by direct 
negotiation with the canner by field buyers and the three 
Central Quartermaster Depots from which field buyers will 
operate. These depots are the Jersey City Quartermaster 
Depot, Chicago Quartermaster Depot, and the California 
Quartermaster Depot at Oakland, Calif. 

Canners thus will know when sales made to the Govern- 
ment may be charged against their individual allocation per- 
centages. Sales made to any government agency through any 
other method of purchase will not be considered as canned 
foods delivered against the allocations provided for in 
Order M-86-a. 

In last week's issue of the Inrormation Letter it was 
stated that four new purchase programs announced by the 
Federal Surplus Commodities Corporation on green beans, 
beets, spinach, and carrots constitute the first proposed gov- 
ernment purchases of canned foods that possibly may be 
filled, at least in part, from 1942 packs and charged by the 
canner against his pack reservation or allocation percentages, 
required by Order M-86-a. 

Officials of the War Production Board pointed out that 
this statement was in error since these contemplated pur- 
chases by FSCC are not to be made through the Quarter- 
master depots, as explained above. 


Price Differentials on Canned Peas and Tomatoes 


In the announcement of prices that it would pay for 
canned tomatoes and peas in its program for increasing 
acreage of these crops in 1942, the Department of Agricul- 


Export Box Mandatory Order Written 


The Association has been advised that the order 
making mandatory the requirement that the total per- 
centages of canned foods reserved by the Government 
under terms of Order M-86-a must be packed in export 
boxes has been written. Specifications for the three 
styles of export shipping cases required were published 
in last week’s INrorMaTION Letrer. Text of the man- 
datory order, which will appear in the form of an 
amendment to M-86-a, is expected to clear through the 
various branches of the War Production Board within 
the next few days. 


ture stated that the support price for canned tomatoes would 
be 95 cents per dozen Grade C No. 2's and $4.25 for No. 10's, 
while for canned peas the support price would be $1.10 per 
dozen Grade C No. 2’s and $5 for No. 10's. 

Canners have inquired whether these differentials would 
be followed by other government agencies. The Association 
has now been informed by J. Howard Hamilton, Special Ad- 
viser in the Division of Purchase, of the War Production 
Board, that most of these agencies, such as the Army, the 
Navy, and the Marine Corps, are interested in promoting 
the production in the larger sizes of containers and that 
in the purchase of them appropriate differentials will be paid. 


CANNED FOOD PRICE ORDER AMENDED 


Base Period Clause Changed to Include Only Sales 
or Contracts to Sell 


Disparities existing between sellers of canned fruits and 
vegetables under the ceiling price provisions of Temporary 
Maximum Price Regulation No. 6 have been eliminated by 
issuance of Amendment No. 1, Acting Administrator John 
E. Hamm announced April 1. 

Under the original regulation, it was provided that the 
maximum prices for certain designated kinds of canned 
fruits and vegetables shall be or shall be determined by refer- 
ence to “the highest price at which the seller sold, contracted 
to be sold for delivery within 60 days, delivered or trans- 
ferred” such kinds during the period February 23-27, 1942. 

The new amendment, however, changes the pricing clause 
to read “the highest price at which the seller sold or con- 
tracted to sell for delivery within 60 days.” 


Necessity for revision of this provision was caused by the 
fact that during the February 23-27 period some mer- 
chandisers did not sell or contract to sell for delivery within 
60 days in the locality of a particular delivery point any of a 
certain kind of canned fruits and vegetables, but did deliver 
or transfer some of such kind. Under the regulation as 
originally drawn up, the seller's maximum price then would 
be determined by the highest transfer or delivery made in 
that period. 

In many instances, such deliveries or transfers were made 
on contracts entered into at an earlier time, when prices 
were much lower than those prevailing during the February 
23-27 period when the delivery or transfer actually was made. 
Result is that the seller's maximum price is much lower than 
would have been the case if, during the February 23-27 
period, he had happened to make a sale or contract to sell 
for 60-day delivery. 

Under the regulation as amended, the seller who has not 
made an actual sale or a contract to sell any of a particular 
kind of canned fruits or vegetables but has made deliveries 
or transfers, will be treated on the same basis as a seller who 
has neither sold, contracted to sell, delivered or transferred 
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during the period. Such sellers are permitted to sell at the 
highest market price in the locality of the delivery point dur- 
ing the February 23-27 period for the same kind of canned 
fruits and vegetables of the same brand, grade and container 
size sold to a similar purchaser in a similar amount. In case 
of differences in any of the above respects, adjustments shall 
be made in accordance with customary price differentials. 


BOTTLE CAP TINPLATE RESTRICTED 


WPB Order Conserves Material for Cover Caps 
on Catsup, Chili Sauce Containers 


Use of tinplate and terneplate as closures for glass con- 
tainers was brought under control by the War Production 
Board April 3 with the issuance of Conservation Order M-104. 


The order restricts the production of tinplate or terneplate 
crown caps for bottled beer and soft-drinks after a four- 
week period, and lists other specific products for which tin- 
plate or terneplate closures may not be produced after a 
similar interim period. 


Cover caps made of tinplate or terneplate, designed as 
closures for tomato catsup, chili sauce, and for home-use 
jars of jelly, jam, marmalade or preserves may no longer be 
produced, This restriction is effective immediately. 


The WPB Containers Branch, which is administering the 
order, said that approximately 1,600 tons of tin annually 
would be saved by the order, and that additions to be made 
to the lists of products for which tin closures are barred 
would save another 300 tons. 


Further reductions in tin for closures are expected to result 
from the development of better coating materials which will 
allow more foods to be packed without tinplate. Eventually, 
the Branch added, use of tin in closures may be cut to as 
little as 500 or 600 tons a year, compared with normal con- 
sumption of about 3,100 tons. 


The largest savings to result from the order will be derived 
from the regulations on crown caps for beer and carbonated 
beverages. It is expected that these industries will depend 
largely on blackplate for their closure requirements. 


A summary of the provisions of the order follow: 


1, Beginning four weeks from April 3, the manufacture of 
tinplate or terneplate shells for beer, soft-drink, or carbonated 
beverage crown caps is prohibited. During the interim 
period, tinplate and terneplate may be used only to the extent 
that cork linings are available. 


2. Tinplate and terneplate are banned in the manufacture 
of screw bands for two-piece home-canning closures, effective 
four weeks from April 3. These bands, which have a center 
piece cut out, are used to hold a dise in place over a glass 
jar. Pending a study of possible substitutes, the disc can 
still be made of tinplate. 


3. Cover caps, or those closures which fit over a seal (often 
of paraffin) on home-use glass jars containing jellies, jams, 
preserves, or marmalade, may not longer be made of tinplate 
or terneplate. 


4. Beginning four weeks from today, tinplate or terneplate 
closures may not be manufactured for coffee, tea, tea balls, 
dry spices (except those containing salt, onion salt, or garlic 
salt), candy, peanut butter, linoleum cement, radiator cement, 
fly spray, lighter fluids, oleic acids, dry cleaners and dry 
cleaning fluid, graphite, and paste-type waxes. 


5. Use of tinplate, terneplate, or blackplate in the manu- 
facture of closures for glass containers of animal food is 
prohibited, effective ‘immediately. 

6. The order does not prevent the unrestricted sale or use 
of any closures which are completely manufactured on the 
date of issuance. The manufacture, sale, delivery, and 
use of closures made from tinplate or terneplate already 
argeen, varnished, or li aphed on the date of issuance 
of the order also is permitted. 

Orders standardizing glass container sizes, and restricting 
the use of rubber as a sealing agent for closures are under 
consideration by the Containers Branch. 


Order Issued on Tin Mill Black Plate 


Under a telegraphic order sent March 21 by the Director 
of Industry Operations to steel manufacturers they are given 
authority, until May 31, to produce and ship tin mill black 
plate required for the manufacture of containers listed in 
Tables I, I, and III in Conservation Order M-81. The same 
order provides that black plate required for uses other than 
those in Tables I, I, and III of Order M-81 may be delivered 
only on orders assigned a preference rating. 

The fact that the telegraphic order is effective until May 31 
indicates that additional or supplementary orders governing 
the use of black plate are under consideration. 


Board Meeting Date Not Yet Fixed 


The semiannual meeting of the Board of Directors of the 
National Canners Association has customarily been held 
about the third week of May, but in view of the situation 
brought about by the war, with the possibility of new de 
velopments that may require more than one meeting of the 
Board during the year, President Carroll E. Lindsey has 
not yet fixed the date for the usual mid-year meeting. 

Under present conditions members of the Board have 
their time more than fully occupied with their own busi- 
nesses, and it is felt desirable not to hold a Board meeting 
until problems confronting the Association and the industry 
make it necessary to do so. Consequently, it may be possible 
to defer the usual May meeting until later, thus avoiding 
the time and expense of two or more meetings before the 
close of the year. 


Distributors to Plan Rubber-Saving Methods 


Curtailment of delivery services by wholesalers and re 
tailers for purposes of conserving rubber will be considered 
at a meeting of the Food Distributors’ Advisory Committee 
called for April 21 in Washington by Burt Flickinger, of the 
Food Supply Branch of the War Production Board, The 
committee is studying methods for voluntary pooling of de- 
liveries and voluntary conservation on the part of consumers. 
The rationing program of the Office of Price Administration 
also will be discussed at the Washington meeting. 


Army Invites Canned Bacon Bids 


The Chicago Quartermaster Depot has invited bids, to be 
opened April 14, on 6,946 dozen 12-pound cans of dry, salt 
cured bacon. 
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Survey Completed on Fieldmen’s Cars 


On March 31 the Association reported to the Rubber and 
Rubber Products Section, Office of Price Administration, 
the final result of the recent survey on use of cars by can- 
ners’ fieldmen. 


On the basis of the returns received from about 850 
canners, a calculation was made for the entire industry 
showing that there are 6,250 cars used by fieldmen with an 
average mileage of 13,772 miles. The average number of 
fieldmen’s cars per company is 2.8. 

The Association was complimented on the survey by the 
head of the Rubber and Rubber Products Section, who said 


he wished that information as complete was available from 
certain other industries, 


MAY CALL FEBRUARY 16 REGISTRANTS 


Se’ ctive Service Boards Told to Fill Quotas from 
Second Age Group When Necessary 


Immediate classification of Selective Service registrants of 
February 16, and probable induction into the armed forces 
of many of these men in May or June, was announced April 
1 by National Headquarters, Selective Service System. 


Local boards throughout the nation were instructed to 
start classification at once of the several million men who 
enrolled on February 16 and to prepare to fill the Army's 
June call for men, and possibly the May call, with these 
registrants and registrants from the first age group. The 
first age group consists of those who registered on October 
16, 1940 and on July 1, 1941. 


The men registered February 16 were those of draft age 
not previously registered who were not more than 20 years 
old by December 31, 1941, and not more than 45 years old 
on February 16, 1942. These registrants are designated as 
the second age group. They were assigned order numbers 
on the basis of the Third National Lottery on March 17. 


After a series of conferences with the War Department 
on its need for men, Selective Service Headquarters issued 
the following statements to its local boards: 


In the event that the local board does not have a sufficient 
number of registrants of the first age group available in 
Class 1-A to fill its call for May 1942, the local board may 
deliver for induction such number of men from the second 
age group as may be required to fill its call. If the local 
board finds it necessary to furnish men from the second 
age group to fill the call in May 1942, the local board should 
continue classification of registrants in the second age group, 
to be sure that on June 1, 1942, it has classified in the 
second age group a sufficient number of men to fill a 
normal call, 

The War Department has indicated that beginning June 1, 
1942, requisitions probably will call for men of age 
groups. In such event it will be necessary to lay calls for 
the month of June 1942, and for subsequent months on 

h age groups. In those local boards where the first age 


froup is exhausted by June 1, 1942, calls will of necessity 

made only upon the second group The precise 
method which will be followed fer the ling of calls for the 
month of June 1942, and for subsequent months, as be 
registrants in the first age 


second age group, will be ma 
memorandum. 
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SUGAR DELIVERIES FURTHER RESTRICTED 


Refineries May Supply Only Their Adjacent Areas; 
April Quotas are Established 


The War Production Board has ordered sugar refiners to 
restrict deliveries of refined domestic cane sugar to certain 
areas adjacent to their refineries: 


The action (Supplementary Order M-55-d) was taken to 
prevent further depletion of the sugar supply in the East, 
particularly in the New England States. 


Simultaneously, WPB issued three other supplementary 
orders—M-55-c, M-55-e, and M-55-f, which accomplish the 
following: 


They fix the April refined sugar delivery quota at 80 per 
cent of April, 1941, deliveries, and extend restrictions to all 
industrial users. 


They set aside 15 per cent of the stocks of beet sugar and 
15 per cent of future beet sugar production for shipment as 
directed by the WPB. 


They establish a special annual quota for invert refined 
sugar. Invert refined sugar is a type of glucose. 


Supplementary order M-55-d restricts the sale ‘and ship- 
ment of domestic refined sugar to specific zones, which are 
as follows: 


1. Refiners in New England may ship to ts in the 
six New England States. 

2. Refiners in the areas of New York, Philadelphia, and 
Baltimore, may ship to points only in the States of Massachu- 
setts, Rhode Island, Connecticut, New York, New Jersey, 
Pennsylvania, Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, West Virginia 
and the District of Columbia. 

3. Refiners in North Carolina may ship to points only in 
that State. 

4. Refiners in the States of South Carolina, Georgia, and 
Florida, east of the Apalachicola River, may ship to points 
ee ag that area, plus North Carolina, Tennessee, and Ken- 
tucky. 

5. Refiners in the State of Tennessee and Kentucky may 
ship to points only in that area. 

6. Refiners in the States of Alabama, Mississippi, Louis- 
iana, Arkansas, Oklahoma, Texas, Missouri, Illinois, Indiana, 
Ohio and Florida, west of the Appalachicola River, may ship 
to points in this area plus Tennessee and Kentucky. 

7. Refiners in any State outside of the specified zones ma 
ship to any point in the continental United States (exclu 
ing Alaska and the Canal Zone) and in Texas, Oklahoma, 
Missouri and Illinois, but not to any point within the specified 
zones, 


A refiner may, however, sell or ship the following sugars 
outside of his specified zone: Refined sugar processed outside 
continental United States, soft sugars in bulk, confectioners’, 
brown, loaf, tablet, and other specialty refined sugars in one 
and two-pound packages, and raw sugar. 

Supplementary order M-55-c directs any beet sugar proces- 
sor to set aside for a period of 60 days 15 per cent of his 
existing stock and 15 per cent of his future monthly produc- 
tion of refined sugar for shipment as ordered by the Direc- 
tor of Industry Operations. 

Within 15 days from the issuance of the order, and within 
five days after the end of each subsequent month, he is re- 
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quired to notify WPB in writing of the location and amount 
of such sugar. If WPB does not specify shipment of the 
sugar within 60 days it is automatically released to the proces- 
sor. 


The purpose of orders M-55-c and M-55-d is to prevent the 
overlapping of sugar distribution by a beet processor and a 
cane refiner, and thereby prevent further depletion of the 
supply of sugar in the Eastern States. WPB and the De- 
fense Supplies Corporation have agreed that the DSC will 
compensate a beet processor for losses incident to shipping 
east of his normal trading area, which, in the case of a west- 
ern processor, usually is west of Chicago. By operating in a 
smaller territory, a cane refiner will be better able to serve 
the trade in that area. 


Under the orders, the Western, Michigan and Indiana beet 
sugar processors may serve Illinois, Kansas, Indiana, Iowa, 
Michigan, Minnesota, Nebraska, North Dakota, Ohio, and 
Wisconsin, as well as other Western States. Portions of 
these areas are normally served by cane refiners. 


In mid-March, the stocks of refined beet sugar in the United 
States totaled 22,116,000 bags of 100 pounds each. Of this 
amount, 3,318,000 bags will be earmarked for shipment under 
the direction of WPB. The sugar section of WPB estimated 
that for the time being about 800,000 bags a month will be 
shipped. 

In addition to fixing the April refined quota, supplemen- 
tary order M-55-e extends control to include all industrial 
uses of sugar. This was done to restrict such users as small 
bakers, candy manufacturers, and carbonated beverage bot- 
tlers, who usually accept delivery of sugar from secondary 
source, mostly a jobber or a wholesaler. Furthermore, any 
jobber or wholesaler may not deliver more sugar to such a 
user than his,quota. The order, however, does not apply 
to the purchase or use of sugar for the preparation of meals 
in hotels and restaurants. 


In addition, any receiver may not have in his possession, at 
any time, more than a minimum practicable working inven- 
tory. Consequently, he may draw against the 80 per cent 
allotment during April only to an extent that will not cause 
his inventory to exceed a practicable minimum at any time. 


Under the order, any receiver of refined sugar (persons who 
buy from a refiner) will be permitted to accept delivery dur- 
ing April up to 80 per cent of the amount of sugar he used 
or resold during April, 1941. The quota is the same as that 
set for February and March. 


Supplementary M-55-f establishes for any user of raw or 
invert refined sugar, except in the processing of refined sugar, 
a special annual quota of as much as 70 per cent of his 1941 
deliveries, but not more than 10,000 pounds in any one 
month. 


The order is to facilitate the acquisition of such sugar, 
which normally is delivered in barrels or drums, by the small 
user. In some instances it has been found that one container 
would represent more than a month’s sugar quota of a small 
user. 


To take advantage of the order, a user is required to certify 
in writing to WPB by April 15, his use of raw or invert 
refined sugar during each month of 1941 and 1942, A user 
not taking advantage of the order is governed by the general 
provisions of the other sugar orders. 


Total Canned Foods Purchases for First Year of 
Lend-lease Program Presented 


The Federal Surplus Commodities Corporation of the De- 
partment of Agriculture announced March 31 that it would 
receive offers for the sale of canned river herring (alewives) 
on the first and third Mondays of each month until June 30, 
1942. The herring is to be packed natural style in cans con- 
taining not less than 14 ounces. The Corporation desires 
only cut fish. 


Purchases of canned foods by agencies of the Department 
of Agriculture during the first year’s operation of the Lend- 
lease and food-for-freedom program—the period March 15, 
1941 to March 15, 1942—are presented in the following table 
along with the cumulative f.o.b. cost to the Government. Also 
presented in this table are the canned food purchases made 
by the Department since March 15, 1942: 


Quantity F.O.B, Cost 
Canned Product Mar. 15,1042 Mar. 15,1041 Mar. 15, 1941 
to Apr. 4, 1942 to Mar. 15, 1942 to Mar. 15, 1042 
Meats: Cases Cases 
Chicken, boneless... .. 601,200 *5,640,004 $6,437,277 
Pork products........ 40,448,052 +*364,050,428 123 , 462 , 534 
Turkey, boneless...... #1,275,020 1,400,475 
Vegetables: 
. 14,500 20,750 
790 1,870 
00640000086 213,500 638 ,870 1,300,064 
1,250 3,188 
Fruits: 
359,100 876 ,237 
262,049 809 ,038 
87 408 , 873 
308,418 705 ,021 
 . 572,453 1,042,865 
751,509 1,635, 163 
Miscellaneous: 
Field ration, type C #855 ,000 *3,449,976 582,680 
2,500 27 ,600 
Fish (spots).......... 48,200 1,880,318 14, 160,503 
Milk, evaporated... .. 2,575 27, 183,025 92 , 870 ,806 
Dry beans (without 
Dry beans (with pork). ........ 3,062,408 6,344,130 
* Pounds. 


Weed Moved to War Department from WPB 


Chapin F. Weed, who has been assistant chief of the Food 
Supply Branch of the War Production Board has been tran* 
ferred to the War Department where he will serve in the 
Division of Transportation and Distribution under Douglas 
deputy director of procurement and distri- 
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USDA Will Increase Dry Bean Purchases 


The U. S. Department of Agriculture has announced that 
it will continue to support market prices for designated types 
of 1941 crop dry edible beans and that increased purchases 
of these beans will be made to help alleviate the situation 
caused by the restricted use of tin for canning purposes. 
Since the Government's tin restriction order was issued, 
growers and dealers in Michigan and New York have ex- 
pressed concern over marketing of the crop, a considerable 
portion of which normally is canned. Agriculture officials 
stated that extended assurance in moving the 1941 crop 
should enable growers to make further increases in the 
production called for by the 1942 goals, 


Army Opens Depot at Richmond, Va. 


The War Department has announced the establishment of 
a general depot at Richmond, Va. Among the subsistence 
items it will purchase are the following: Salad dressing, 
flaked fish, split dry peas, shrimp, and spaghetti. Canners 
who wish to be placed on the mailing list of the new depot, 
to receive invitations to bid, should communicate with Lieut. 
W. C. Lowe, Richmond General Depot, Richmond, Va. 


As reported in last week's Inrormation Letter the 
pumpkin and squash pack for 1941 amounted to 2,494,365 
actual cases, as compared with 2,299,477 cases in 1940, Space 
restrictions prevented the publication of the details of this 
pack by regions and can sizes, as computed by the Associa- 
tion's Division of Statistics. The following table presents 
these details, along with a comparison of 1941 and 1940 pack 
information. The total of miscellaneous sizes is not pre- 
sented in the table, but was 4,265 cases in 1941. 


24/2's 24/300's 24/2%4's 6/10's 1941 


32,260 45,670 
131,410 12,103 
5,107 556,146 121,342 


. 66,033 15,971 316,700 264,920 
Total U.8.. 274,846 21,078 1,484,078 710,008 2,494,365 2,200,477 
¢@ Included in Other States. 


Schedule of Forthcoming Canners’ Meetings 

Tidewater Canners Association—Annual convention, April 
10, Tappahannock, Va. 

Indiana Canners Association—Spring meeting, April 15, 
Claypool Hotel, Indianapolis, Ind. 


Pennsylvania Canners Association—Spring meeting and 
fieldmen’s conference, Nittany-Lion Inn, State 
ge, Fa. 


OPA INCREASES REGIONAL OFFICES 


Adds 16 to 11 Already Established; Issues Warning 
Against Rationing Violators 


Plans to expand its field operations beyond the 11 regional 
offices already established were announced March 31 by the 
Office of Price Administration with the opening of the first 
group of field offices in 16 cities. On the same date Acting 
Price Administrator John E. Hamm warned that willful 
violators of rationing orders and regulations now face direct 
prosecution and severe penalties under provisions of the 
Second War Powers Act, 1942, which became effective when 
signed March 28 by President Roosevelt. 

The new field branches of OPA will be set up in all 
communities in which war industries and other defense ac- 
tivities have created special price administration problems. 
They will be staffed by price control specialists, investigators 
and attorneys to establish the closest possible contact be- 
tween OPA and business men and consumers, stated Frank 
Bane, director of field operations. 

Previously these operations, except for rationing, have 
been conducted by the regional offices, each with a group 
of States to cover. Now, through the field offices, OPA for 
the first time will have staff men devoting full time to the 
price administration problems of a given community. The 
staff will work to give information and interpretations of 
price regulations to the public and to expedite local investiga- 
tions and the whole enforcement procedure. Field offices 
will operate as branches of the established regional offices 
and report through them. 


The personnel of the 16 new offices is being completed, 
and a number of additional offices will be announced as soon 
as they are set up. This is expected to be in the near future. 


Rationing will continue to be administered through the 
State rationing administrators and the local rationing boards 
now functioning in 7,500 communities throughout the country. 


Cities in which the field offices are located, and the regional 
offices out of which they will operate follow: 


Hartford, Conn., Boston area; Newark, N. J., and Buffalo, 
N. Y., New York area; Pittsburgh, Pa., Philadelphia area; 
Birmingham, Ala., and Memphis, Tenn., Atlanta area; De- 
troit, Mich., Cleveland area; Milwaukee, Wis., and In- 
dianapolis, Ind., Chicago area; St. Louis, Mo., Kansas City 
area; New Orleans, La., and Houston, Texas, Dallas area; 
Salt Lake City, Utah, Denver area; Los Angeles, Calif., and 
Seattle, Wash., San Francisco area; Richmond, Va., 
Baltimore area. 

Regarding willful violations of rationing orders Mr. Hamm 
pointed out that the War Powers Act provides a maximum 
penalty of $10,000 fine and imprisonment for one year for 
willful violation of priority orders of the War Production 
Board or of rationing orders or regulations of OPA, whether 
already in effect or issued in the future. 


He disclosed that OPA, working in close cooperation with 
the Department of Justice, has adopted a comprehensive 
plan of action for investigation and criminal prosecution of 
those persons who flout rationing rules. This plan will be 
pursued vigorously, he said, with the object of making illicit 
trafficking in rationed articles an expensive business. 


“Those who connive to get more than their fare share of 
any rationed article are equally as guilty as those who traffic 
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illicitly in rationed goods for profit. Public condemnation 
of these practices now will be supplemented by criminal 
prosecution” asserted Mr. Hamm. 


A similar warning has been sounded by Director of In- 
dustry Operations James S. Knowlson, who stated on April 
1 that while the War Production Board is relying on the vol- 
untary support of the war production program by industry, 
the Board is prepared to use the punitive provisions of the 
War Powers Act swiftly and without hesitation whenever 
necessary to insure compliance with WPB regulations, in- 
cluding all priorities rules and orders. 


Instructions on Required Production Reports 


Canners are reminded that paragraph (b) of Order M-86-a, 
published in the Inronmation Letter for March 14, requires 
each canner of the products listed in Table II of that order 
to submit a production report for the year 1940 or 1941 on 
Form PD-342 to the Food Supply Branch, Division of In- 
dustry Operations, War Production Board. 


Copies of M-86-a and PD-342 have been sent to all canners. 
The reports are to be filed on or before April 13. Some 
canners have already submitted the reports; others have not. 


Some of the reports filed have included production figures 
on articles other than those in Table II of Order M-86-a. The 
report should cover only the following articles: Apples, apple- 
sauce, apricots, red sour pitted cherries, sweet cherries, 
peaches, pineapple, fresh prunes, beets, carrots, pumpkin, 
and spinach, 


Baxter Resigns; Meyer Succeeds Him in WPB 


John L. Baxter, who has served with the War Production 
Board and its predecessor associations since November, 1940, 
resigned on April 1 as chief of the Canned Foods Section of 
the Food Supply Branch in order that he might return to 
his private business with H. C. Baxter & Bro., but at the re- 
quest of the War Production Board he will continue to act 
as consultant to the Canned Foods Section. Mr. Baxter 
brought to his work with the government an intimate knowl- 
edge of the canning industry and its problems which was 
invaluable alike to the government and the industry, espe- 
cially in the formative stages of the war program. 


Douglas C. Townson, Chief of the Food Supply Branch, 
has announced the appointment of E, A. Meyer to head 
the Canned Foods Section. Mr. Meyer came to the Section in 
October, 1941, and became Mr. Baxter's assistant in Decem- 
ber of that year. 


Stevens Appointed to Fruit, Vegetable Unit 


A. Earl Stevens has been appointed head of the Fruit and 
Vegetable Unit of the Food and Food Products Section, 
Office of Price Administration. His appointment is for a 
period of 60 days during which time Mr. Stevens will be ex- 
cused from his duties as executive vice-president of the 
Frosted Foods Sales Corporation. Mr. Stevens replaces Carl 
Kolb, who has been called for service in the Army. 


Fruit and Vegetable Market Competition 


Carlot Shipments as Reported to the Agricultural Marketing 
Service by Common Carriers 

Supplies of snap and lima beans and tomatoes on the fresh 
vegetable market for the week ending March 28, 1942 were 
smaller than for the corresponding week in 1941, but sup- 
plies of green peas and spinach were larger, according to 
Agricultural Marketing Service, as evidenced by carlot ship- 
ments. 

Supplies of citrus fruits for the week ending March 28, 
1942 were at about the same figure shown for the same 
period last year. 

The following table, compiled from statistics of the AMS, 
gives detailed comparisons of carlot shipments on certain 
dates of selected vegetables and fruits: 


Season total to— 
. 21, Mar. 28, Mar. 28, 
1 


Stating that the largest stockpile of rubber today is on 
the wheels of operating vehicles and that no part of this 
supply should be wasted, Joseph B. Eastman, Director of 
the Office of Defense Transportation, on April 2 cautioned 
truck owners against carelessness and recklessness in the 
operation of trucks and equipment. 


Applications for new trucks are cleared through ODT, 

makes recommendations of approval or disapproval 

to the War Production Board. Mr. Eastman said that ODT 

could not recommend new trucks to operators who had 

permitted careless or reckless use of their old ones, par 
ticularly as regards their tires. 

Truck owners were asked by John L. Rogers, Director 
of Motor Transport of ODT, to check and re-check com 
stantly to prevent rubber waste caused by any of the 
following: 

1. Driving faster than 30 miles an hour in towns and 
40 on the highway. 

2. Failure to check tires often with accurate gauges and 
keep them inflated in accordance with cabin of the 
Tire and Rim Association. 


3. Failure to stay within payload capacities determined 


by tire experts. 
4. Failure to apply for retreads when non-skid design 
5. Failure to keep axles, alignment, rims and brakes 
perfectly adjusted and by not rotating tires (including 
spares) on a specific mileage schedule. 
6. Recklessness in starting, stopping and taking curves 
7. Excess mileage. This can be eliminated through elim: 


nation of duplicating runs, avoidance of dead head haulage, 
and reduction of deliveries when geasttiie. 
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Meal to Head AMA Fruit, Vegetable Branch 


The U. S. Department of Agriculture announced April 2 
the appointment of W. G. Meal as chief, and S. R. Smith as 
assistant chief, of the Fruit and Vegetable Branch of the 
Agricultural Marketing Administration. Mr. Meal formerly 
was in charge of the Fruit and Vegetable Division of the 


up Agricultural Marketing Service. Mr. Smith has been prin- 
to cipal agricultural economist with the Fruit and Vegetable 
Division of the Surplus Marketing Administration. 


Porter R. Taylor, who had been chief of the Fruit and 
Vegetable Division of SMA, has been made an assistant to 
the Agricultural Marketing Administrator. In this capacity 
he will act as coordinator of a program designed to make 
more effective use of existing trade channels and government 
marketing resources to obtain the widest utilization of surplus 
perishable farm products. The program will include making 
available production information for planning and harvesting 
and for advance planning of buying and marketing farm 
products, establishing closer working relationships between 
producers and trade groups, and disseminating consumer 
information. 


Thomas Appointed to OPA’s Food Section 


Appointment of Fred W. Thomas, formerly head of the 
Feed and Grain Unit of the Office of Price Administration, 
as Associate Price Executive in the Food Section and Ad- 
vancement of John K. Westberg to Mr. Thomas’ former post 


rs is announced today by Assistant Administrator H. R. Tol- 
ley. 
‘he Mr. Thomas, prior to his association with OPA, was vice- 
~~ president of the Larrowe Milling Co. of Detroit, Michigan. 
anal Mr. Westberg, who will be the new head of the Feed and 
the Grain Unit, was formerly head of the Feed Service of the 
Eastern Farmers’ Exchange, Springfield, Mass. 
DT, 
roval 
ow Perfect Shipping Aids War Effort 
par War production is seriously retarded when freight is dam- 
aged while en route, Donald M. Nelson, Chairman, War 
oct Production Board, warns the nation. 
con This statement is made by Mr. Nelson in a letter endorsing 
| the & the Perfect Shipping Campaign now being conducted by the 
National Association of Shippers Advisory Boards. The let- 
, and & ‘er, which is addressed to W. J. Williamson, General Chair- 
man of the national campaign committee, reads, in part: 
sand When war goods are damaged in transit, serious production 
{ the delays can result. Such delays, of course, aid the enemy. 
When civilian goods are damaged, the effect is much the 
mined same—time, materials, energy, and money are wasted. Too 
often the job has to be done all over again. 
ae Your cam to promote good packing, secure loading, 
’ § and careful handling of shipments is highly commendable. 
rakes BI believe that all manufacturers, merchants, chambers of 
juding BH commerce, trade associations, trade papers, and transportation 
agencies should support this effort in every way possible. 
pet The perfect shipping drive will continue through the 
ulagh month of April, and meetings will be held in many of the 


larger cities. 


WAR DEVELOPMENTS AFFECTING CANNERS 


Price Controls and Other Regulations Imposed on 
Products Used in Food Packing 


During the week a number of government regulations were 
issued by various agencies, affecting products that are used 
in canning operations. The following paragraphs briefly 
highlight some of these actions: 


Burlap bag shippers, confronted with a scarcity, are using 
multi-wall paper bags or paper shipping sacks for the first 
time, according to the Office of Price Administration, which 
on April 1 announced suggested maximum prices on used 
paper bags, in order to conserve kraft paper and relieve the 
pressure of demand on burlap. OPA stated that many ship- 
pers using poet instead of burlap for the first time are 
not aware that the paper bags, when properly opened, can 
be sold to a dealer for reuse, in which case a substantial re- 
duction on the original cost of the bags is effected. 


Canning machinery that is leased by the canner is entitled 
to the same preference rating under Order P-115 for repair 
and maintenance that is allowed machinery owned outright 
by the canner, according to a War Production Board ruling. 


Collapsible tin tube production and use have been dras- 
tically regulated by WPB, which in Order M-115 completely 
eliminated their use for foods, cosmetics and most toilet 
preparations. 


Chlorine Order M-19, which was to become effective April 
1, has been postponed until May 1 because the complexity 
of forms required is considered out of proportion te the 
amount of chlorine used by industry. Goan to reduce 
them are being studied. 


Farm equipment manufacturers have been granted an A-3 
preference rating to obtain necessary materials in a revision 
of the program to provide machinery for greater production 
in 1942. Approximately 25,000 tons of materials, mostly 
steel and iron, are added to estimated requirements for the 
period from November 1, 1941 to October 31, 1942. The A-3 
rating was granted in the original program but the latter was 
based on a smaller requirement figure. 


Fish scrap used as feedingstuffs is put under a ceiling in 
revised price Schedule No. 73 as amended. The amendment 
continues maximum prices on fish meal and establishes the 
fish scrap ceiling at $3 per ton below the fish meal price. 


Laboratory equipment and reagent chemicals production is 
assisted by Order P-62 covering material needed. The order 
has been extended until June 30 by the WPB. 


Pennsylvania anthracite coal prices at the mine are held 
at existing levels and customary seasonal discounts on domes- 
tic sizes, beginning with 50 cents per net ton during April are 
ordered with issuance of Maximum Price Regulation No. 112, 
effective April 1. Ceilings established are those prices pre- 
vailing in the period October 1-15, 1941, which have been 
subsequently maintained at the request of OPA. 


Pig Tin Revised Price Schedule No. 17, amendment No. 1, 
allows premiums over maximum prices on export sales. On 
quantities of 11,200 pounds or more, a premium of 1 cent 
per pound is permitted; for 2,240 to 11,199 pounds, premium 
of 1% cents may be charged; on quantities of less than 2,240 
pounds, a 2-cent per pound premium will be allowed. 


Zine pool for April has been set by the War Production 
Board at 60 per cent of January, 1942 output for high grade 
and special grade and at 40 per cent of January, 1942 for all 
other grades. No quota was set for zinc oxide and zine dust. 


INFORMATION LETTER 


Use of Gulf of Mexico Port Is Urged 


As the war progresses and capacity use of North Atlantic 
ports compels shippers to resort to alternate routes, the 
only solution of the innumerable problems which will arise 
is the establishment of a foreign-trade zone in one of the 
larger ports on the Gulf of Mexico, says Wayne Chatfield 
Taylor, Undersecretary of Commerce, in an article appearing 
in the forthcoming issue of “Foreign Commerce Weekly”, 
Department of Commerce publication. 

Mr. Taylor briefly outlines some of the difficulties which 
confront importers and exporters, especially in time of na- 
tional emergency, adding that “among the North Atlantic 
ports the New York Foreign-Trade Zone has served as the 
ideal solution for all these difficulties—difficulties which will 
inevitably arise with the greater role of the Gulf ports, to- 
gether with a myriad of other problems.” 

A large volume of Latin American products has been 
handled through the New York zone. 

While our Navy is conducting a determined fight to find 
and destroy enemy U-boats that infest American waters and 
a huge program of new ship construction is underway, the 
need for conserving and getting maximum use from available 
vessels suggests the routing via Gulf ports of much of the 
traffic moving by sea between the Americas, Mr. Taylor says. 

In this connection Mr. Taylor calls attention to the fact 
that in 1940 somewhat more than 5,000,000 tons of goods 
were shipped from Pacific, Caribbean and Gulf ports of 
our southern neighbors to North Atlantic ports. It is esti- 
mated that if this volume of tonnage had been routed via 
Gulf ports the same ships that carried it, if routed via the 
less distant Gulf ports, could have handled 25 per cent more 
traffic in the same time. 

Mr. Taylor points out a second advantage in utilizing Gulf 
ports, saying: “Not only is the length of the sea route 
shortened, but the area of route convergence—the Gulf and 
Caribbean area—is precisely the area already under our 
Navy's most constant vigilance because of its importance to 
the Panama Canal.” 


Canners League Re-clects 1941 Officers 


All of last year’s officers of the Canners League of Cali- 
fornia were reinstated for 1942. They are: President— 
C. N. Lovegren, Hunt Bros. Packing Co., San Francisco; 
executive vice-president and secretary—Preston McKinney, 
San Francisco; vice-presidents—A. W. Eames, California 
Packing Corporation, San Francisco and H. E. Gray, Barron- 
Gray Packing Co., San Jose; treasurer—A. R. Plummer, 
Kings County Packing Co., San Francisco; assistant secre- 
taries—W. S. Everts and Sylvia Kempton. 


Plan to Conserve Mileage of Farm Trucks 


The pooling of equipment and the cooperative hauling of 
products and supplies form the keystone of a plan being 
developed by the Office of Defense Transportation and the 
Department of Agriculture for the elimination of unnecessary 
truck mileage by farmers. Under the proposed plan, which 
calls for voluntary action, farmers will be asked to (1) keep 


their trucks in the best of mechanical condition, (2) elim- 
inate unnecessary use, (3) form transportation pools with 
their neighbors, and (4) revise their marketing and buying 
programs as necessary. 

Pending the announcement of further detailed sugges- 
tions for transportation corservation, officials of ODT ask 
that suggestions or questions on the part of groups oper. 
ating or formulating a cooperative program be sent to John 
L. Rogers, Director, Division of Motor Transport, Office 
of Defense Transportation, Washington, D. C. 


WPB Appoints Newhall Rubber Coordinator 


Arthur B. Newhall, who has been serving as Chief of the 
Rubber and Rubber Products Branch of the Division of 
Industry Operations, on March 31 was named Coordinator 
for Rubber, by Donald M. Nelson, Chairman of the War 
Production Board. With the new post go broad powers to 
direct and integrate all current programs dealing with the 
use, control or production of natural and synthetic rubber. 
Among Mr. Newhall’s duties will be the coordination of 
the rationing of rubber tires and tubes by the Office of 
Price Administration with activities of WPB relating to 
rubber. 


Forecast of Freight Carloadings 


Freight carloadings in the second quarter of 1942 are ex- 
pected to be 14.6 per cent above actual loadings in the corre- 
sponding quarter of 1941, according to estimates of the 
Shippers’ Advisory Boards. Loadings of canned goods are 
estimated at 64,025 cars, against 59,312 cars in 194], an 
increase of 7.9 per cent. 


California, Arizona Orange Hearing Scheduled 


Notice has been given by the Agricultural Marketing Ad 
ministration of a hearing in Patriotic Hall, 1816 S. Figuerosa 
St., Los Angeles, Calif., on April 13 with respect to a pro 
posed marketing agreement and proposed order regulating 
the handling of oranges grown in the States of California 
and Arizona. 


The marketing agreement and order provide for (1) the 
establishment of a growers’ control board of six members 
and for the appointment of a manager to administer the 
terms and provisions of the marketing agreement and order; 
(2) the regulation of oranges grown in the States of Cali- 
fornia and Arizona by limiting the quantity which may be 
shipped during specified periods; (3) the fixing of the total 
quantity of such oranges which each handler thereof has 
available for current shipment during the marketing season 
for each variety of oranges and allotting the total quantity 
which may be handled during a specified period among such 
handlers upon the basis of the quantity each such handler 
has available for current shipment. 

Copies of the proposed marketing agreement and order 
may be obtained from the Hearing Clerk, Office of the 
Solicitor, United States Department of Agriculture, in Room 
_ South Building, Washington, D. C., or may be ins 

re. 
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